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CHULO CANYON CAVE HOUSE  

BISBEE, 

ARIZONA  

 

INTRODU

CTION 

Tucked 

away in a 

canyon in 

the Mule 

Mountains 

just outside 

of Bisbee, 

Arizona this 

fantastic 

property offers a unique cave house in a wonderful, natural setting.   At 5300ô elevation the cave 

house, guest house, and various outbuildings make an ideal retreat. 

  

A natural creek flows through the property and has lovely swimming pools with rock patios.  The 

area attracts birders from around the world and is perfect for wildlife viewing. Chulo, another word 

for coatimundi are often viewed on the property.  The land, approximately 37 acres, is home to over 

79 species of birds, 113 species of butterflies, ringtail cats, foxes, skunks, deer, squirrels, lizards, 

frogs, and snakes just to name a few. 

 

 

SUN ROOM 

 
The Cave house is entered through the inviting sun room.  Large flower and plant beds run along 

the exterior rock wall inside the sunroom. There are hand forged gates, tile floors and skylights. 

 

Because the sunroom faces southwest it receives maximum winter sun and very little summer sun. 

The cave keeps a constant average temperature of 68 degrees Fahrenheit, also called the rock 

temperature.  In the summer it can get up to 72 degrees and in the winter down to 66 degrees. 

 

The room is currently used as a dining room, sitting room and sometimes bedroom. 

 

When the window in the door at the back of the cave is opened, there is a natural air flow that draws 

the warm air from the sun room through the cave. 
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 Looking outside from inside the sunroom, there is a wildlife viewing area.  The owners regularly 

see ringtail cats, grey foxes and skunks in this area. Exterior nets on the windows keep birds from 

hitting them.   

 

 

MOVING INSIDE 

 

FRONT ENTRANCE AREA 

 
Upon entering the cave, directly to the right, the upper shelf which appears to be rock is actually 

cement that is cast in place, painted and sealed.  The back edge of the counter below is also cast in 

place with a maple counter attached. The cabinets are not fixed and are designed to be pulled out in 

order to reach the cave wall for any purpose. 

 

Throughout the entrance and kitchen the lighting has been well thought out for both chefs and 

entertainment needs.  The cave is plumbed with gas lines for gas lighting if desired but the owners 

have always used electric lighting. 

 

Built into the cabinet area in the front entrance are a: 

-Whirlpool Trash Compactor and 

-A Subzero Ice Machine. 

 

 

KITCHEN 
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Entering the kitchen there is a ferro cement ceiling area just above the curved base cabinet at the 

entrance to the kitchen.  One has to take a second look to notice that this is not the actual cave 

ceiling.  This area is a removable section that is bolted to the ceiling.  It allows access to the hidden 

stove vent.  The stove vent runs out to the sun room and vents outside.  

 

This high-end dream kitchen features a SubZero Refrigerator, Viking Stove with infrared broiler 

and griddle with large copper hood, Bosch stainless steel dishwasher, slide out pan storage and lazy 

susans. 

 

Over the refrigerator is a copper panel made by a local artist.  It is acid etched and has a flame 

colored design.   

 

Just to the left of the refrigerator are stained glass cabinet doors. The Gila Monster Door has plain 

glass with beaded glass giving a 3D effect and the other door is a Desert Tortoise. 

 

The tile niche in the wall just above the dishwasher depicts the ñchina poblanaò, (Beauty Queen).    

 

The stainless steel sink has 3 basins and is commercial quality, backed by a beautiful maple 

breakfast bar with seating for 3 stools 

 

 

 

DINING ROOM 

 
The dining room counter is cement, cast in place, painted and sealed.  There is a builit-in office area 

and under the counter a Kenmore freezer.   

 

The large dining room table is made out of ıò steel plate and there are 8 chairs that go with the 

table.   

 

The ferro cement ceilings areas were constructed to create soffit spaces for mechanical runs and 

water diversion. 
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BATHROOM 

 
Philodendron and other various plants grow happily in large planters creating a tropical feel in the 

bathroom. 

   

The shower has 2 shower heads. The shower roof and gutter system is functional for seeps during 

heavy rains  

 

At the far end of the bathroom in a planter to the left of the mirror, the timer for the lights is 

camouflaged amongst the plants. 

 

The Toto Dual Flush toilet is new (2006) and is .9GPF -3.4Lpf / 1.6Gpf-6.0Lpf. 

 

The floor in the bathroom is flagstone. 

 

The dragonfly stained glass light which faces into the bathroom and hall is always on and used as a 

nightlight. 

 

 

 

BEDROOM LOFT 

 
Just above the living room is a bedroom loft reached by an open metal staircase with mesquite slab 

steps. 

 

The closet and dressing room under the bedroom loft is a walk-in closet with a stone floor. 
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LIVING ROOM 

 
The cave turns at the living room where high ceilings create great acoustics. 

 

The Entertainment Center is wired to Satellite Direct TV.   

 

The back door of the cave is 15 feet higher than the living room area, so when the window in the 

back door is open there is a chimney effect as the air moves through the cave. 

 

Included in this area is a hand crafted entertainment center, 2 large saguaro lamps, and a dining 

room table with 8 chairs. 

 

 

 

 

EXERCISE ï YOGA SPACE 

 
On the way up the steps towards the back door is a flat area the owners use as an exercise ï yoga 

area.     

 

There is a dehumidifier in this area which keeps the air in the cave perfect.   

 

 

 

 

 




